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Knowledge of where materials come from, 
how they behave and, ultimately, degrade 
is crucial in designing and creating sustain-
able end products that support a more cir-
cular economy. Providing the specification 
community with the tools to make informed 
decisions at the early stages of a project 
is key. There is a real need to expand ma-
terial literacy in ways that provide inspi-
ration, encourage experimentation and 
embrace shared learnings. Crucially, these 
additional resources are needed to help 
designers and architects embark on proj-
ects that involve many different elements 
to ensure the end result is always great-
er than the sum of its parts. It extends be-
yond a particular tile design or a shade of 
paint and instead looks at how each sur-
face type fits together and, ultimately, how 
they can eventually be taken apart and re-
used when no longer needed or desired.

MATERIAL LITERACY: 
THE KEY TO SUSTAINABILITY?



PERSONAL REFLECTION 

Take a moment and look around you.  
From the chair you’re sitting on to the 
clothes you are wearing, you are surround-
ed by materials. We are never without 
materials. These sometimes perhaps mun-
dane fragments are from which our whole 
world is constructed. While they do much 
for us, we rarely pause to marvel at them. 
In my personal opinion, even though we 
have a more positive focus on them than 
ever before, materials are still very much 
under appreciated. They possess so much 
potential and they teach us about life 
through tactile experiences from a young 
age. But they not only help us. Materials 
can help the planet too. They can lead 
us towards solving some of the problems 
which we are faced with due to climate 
change such as dwindling of natural re-
sources. Currently we are consuming and 
polluting our planet at an exponential rate, 
towards alarming outcomes. We talk a lot 
about the role technology plays in our lives 
and future, but so does materials. They can 
assist us to fabricate the present and the 
future. It is precisely for this reason that 
materials demand special attention and 
the reason why I would like to design a 
material library. I feel like we need to ex-
plore and study more the potential of ma-
teriality. Day by day we are moving into a 
world where the challenges and problems 
we are trying to address are getting too 
complicated for researchers in a single 
subject area to resolve. We need lots of 
people from different backgrounds with a 
huge variety of skills - students, lecturers, 
designers, architects, activists and scien-
tists to be able to tackle these complex 
issues. Hence why I would like to create 
a material library where rising awareness 
and building basic knowledge will be fa-
cilitated. It will also highlight people who 
design materials and connect them to 
those who need them which will result in 
a more responsible way of working across 
the building industry and education.

With an understanding of material litera-
cy, perceptions will naturally shift and the 
understanding will reach the wider public. 
The need to protect the planet and the 
people is not simply a belief held by en-
vironmentalists; it is imperative for survival 
and  needs a larger collaborative effort.




